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Archie Percival Croker

Archie Percival Croker was born on the 15"
May 1930 in Goulburn. He was the 10"
child of Perce and Mary Croker. They
i ved at oWill ow
Cullulla Road before his parents
Il ater built a -
Val l eed.

Perce and Mary purchased the
shop and moved to Tarago when
Archie was 9 years of age. They
also started a taxi service and a
school bus run.

At the age of 14, Archie left school
and made money by cutting and
delivering fire wood to local residents.
After Archiebds father pa
the taxi and school bus service. The bus was commonly
called 60Old Chocol ated
The bus run covered Currandooley and Taylors Creek
Road through to the Tarago School. As children, many
|l ocal residents came to

Archie was a good tennis player, playing in matches all
around the district. He was a keen dancer, attending
all the local dances. He also loved music and playing
the guitar. His favourite artist was Slim Dusty, and he
loved to sing and play along with his tunes. Archie
bred Australian Stock Horses which he loved to ride.

Archie married, Valma Snow in 1952, and later had 3
girls, Dianne, Sandra and Pauline. They built their
family home in Tarago.

Archie started a sawmill in Tarago, employing
many local people. He worked from
dawn to dusk 7 days a week to build
up the business. He sold timber to
Queanbeyan, the south coast, and
to Godfreyds in Goul
Archieds 3 daughter
with 5 grandchildren; Ben,

Sonia, Andrew, Tim and Emily,

who love him and have cherished
memories of him.

In 1967, Archie and Valma bought a
sawmill at Monga, on the other side
of Braidwood. He had 25 men working
for him, with another 14 at the Tarago
a \wdl.y Bdthe savwmill® wereoaperating at the
same time. After a couple of years, they decided to

b e c alose ¢he Tamfago mill and bdnly wse rit ascaowlor&shap,.

whilst the mill at Monga continued to operate.

s ¢ h @feet selih@ thePsawinlll bt@Bnga, Aréhi@ bought some

semi-tippers and had a contract at the nearby

Woodlawn mine, carting sand to build the tailings

dams. Archie also carted clay to the brick works at

Bulli and Mitchell. When Woodlawn started producing

ore he had the contract to cart the ore to the Load -Out
in Tarago. He did this for many years then sold his
business to Divalls.

Archie also did work with his bulldozers; building dams,
roads and clearing the high voltage line from Tarago to
Nowra.
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Walking Track Commenced

Work on the walking track has commenced with the
ground breaking ceremony taking place on a very cold
and wet Wednesday morning. A plaque with be laid
identifying the site and the date as 15 ™ June 2011 to
officially launch the project. The walking track (which
will also be suitable for bike riding) is stage one of the
all weather permanent trail around the perimeter of
the recreation area and this stage covers a distance of
1.2km. We are very fortunate to have received
funding from the Veolia Mulwaree Trust as financial
partners along with the TSAI. The total budget for the
project is $32,346 of which TSAI is funding $7000 with
the balance of $25,346 being provided as a grant by
the Veolia Mulwaree Trust.

The track is part of the original development plan for
the Recreation Area which is owned by the TSAI and
mai nt ained for the whol e
that regularly use the rec area are the local walking
group, the Tarago and District Pony Club, the Tarago
Show, the Tarago Pre-school, the Tarago Primary
School, MBKTarago Soccer Teams, several Motorhome
groups, members of the Monastery at Lake Bathurst as
well as visiting caravaners and campers, dog walkers,
picnickers and many others.

If you have any questions about the TSAI please do not
hesitate to contact me on 4849 4221 or mobile
0419 639 254 or email gillshepherd@optusnet.com.au.

Gillian Shepherd
Secretary

Photo above: Ground Breaking ceremony for the TSAI
walking track.

Doing the honours TSAI President Ken Vassel, Veolia
Mulwaree Trusteess Paul Stephenson, John Reynolds,
Mayor Geoff Kettle, with Life Member Denzil Sturgiss
and members of the Tarago Community.
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